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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 1245 

E.O. 11652 : N/A 
TAGS : AFSP. BA 

SUBJECT : MOVEMENT OF FAO STUDENT MAJOR R.A. STEWART, USMC 
REFERENCE : USDAO BEIRUT MSG 805 DTG 041520Z NOV 75 

1. AS WE PROCEED TOWARD FINAL DECISION AS TO WHERE MAJOR 
STEWART SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO COMPLETE HIS TRAINING, EMBASSY 
BELIEVES ALL PARTIES NEED TO CLEARLY UNDERSTAND HIS STATUS 
SHOULD HE COME TO BAHRAIN. AS DEPARTMENT OF STATE AWARE, 
PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL CURRENTLY 
RESIDENT IN BAHRAIN ARE COVERED BY 1971 STATIONING AGREEMENT 
WHICH LIMITS THESE BENEFITS TO PERSONNEL WHOSE PRESENCE CAN 
BE INTERPRETED AS IN SUPPORT OF MIDDLE EAST FORCE COMMAND 
ACTIVITIES. WOULD MAJOR STEWART BE ASSIGNED TO MIDDLE EAST 
FORCE AND, IF SO, IN WHAT CAPACITY THAT MIGHT BE PLAUSIBLY 
EXPLAINED TO GOB IN CONTEXT PERMITTING HIM TO BENEFIT FROM 
THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES SPECIFIED IN THE STATIONING 
AGREEMENT? 

2. IF ASSIGNED TO EMBASSY, WHAT WOULD MAJOR STEWART'S 
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ATTACHE OFFICE HERE AND NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT GOB WOULD 
PERMIT ASSIGNMENT OF DEFENSE ATTACHE IN U.S. OR OTHER FOREIGN 
EMBASSIES. HENCE, QUESTION OF HIS ENTITLEMENT TO DIPLOMATIC 
PRIVILEGES ARISES. WE WOULD NEED PRECISE GUIDANCE AS TO HOW 
TO EXPLAIN HIS STATUS TO GOB. PARTICULARLY IF WE ARE TO REQUEST 
DIPLOMATIC STATUS FOR HIM WHILE EXPLAINING THAT HE WOULD 
HAVE NONE REPEAT NONE OF THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES NORMALLY 
FULFILLED BY MILITARY OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO EMBASSY STAFFS. WE 
DO NOT ANTICIPATE GOB WOULD RAISE DIFFICULTIES ABOUT MAJOR 
STEWART'S RESIDING HERE STRICTLY IN CAPACITY AS FAO STUDENT 
AND ON ASSURANCES THAT HE WOULD BE IN NO WAY INVOLVED IN 
COLLECTION OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE. WE ARE LESS SANGUINE 
GOB WOULD EXTEND DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES UNDER THESE CONDITIONS. 
WE MUST, IN ANY CASE, CONSULT WITH GOB PRIOR TO FORMAL, FINAL 
APPROVAL OF HIS ASSIGNMENT, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE 
SENSITIVITY OF HIS RESIDENCE IN BAHRAIN BUT ALSO LEST 
NEIGHBORING STATES WHICH HE MIGHT BE VISITING FREQUENTLY 
ON " ORIENTATION" QUERY GOB ABOUT HIM. 

TWINAM 
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